Nutrient and sediment pollution have made half the waterways in
Lancaster County unsafe for drinking, recreation, as well as critical
insect and fish populations. The Partners are improving the health of
local streams to get 350 miles of streams taken off the impaired list by
2030.

When a stream is delisted, nutrient and sediment pollution levels have
decreased enough for critter and fish populations to live and thrive in the
stream again.

Smaller drainage areas called catchments were identified within the
Chiques, Conestoga, Pequea, and Octoraro watersheds as prime locations
for delisting. A small amount of work focused in these areas will result in
outsized water quality gains. Catchments were chosen where previous
successes and momentum from landowners will accelerate adoption of
practices and resulting water quality indicators like bug and fish
populations will rebound faster. The clean water work starts in priority
areas and ultimately addresses needs across the entire county.

Rather than trying to tackle conservation work across the entire
county at one time, working in priority areas creates local water
quality improvements at the pace and scale that are realistic to
see tangible improvements.
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